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The Challenge of the 
Centenary to the 
Sunday School 


SOMETHING WRONG 


"How is it that I was left so long 
a scoffer? I am saying that some- 
thing is wrong with a scheme of 
things which fails to put the 
whole world for Christ’ right in the 
fore-front as the battle cry of the 
Christian Church.” 

A wounded tommy, whose mis- 
sionary vision had come too late, 
wrote thus to a friend. 

His travels has covered the 
world. He had seen Christian 
missions in many climes. Yet as 
he lay in the hospital he confessed 
that he had prated about their 
uselessness; that he had never 
given a cent in their support. And 
now, but a month before his death, 
this gallant soldier ot Kitchener's 
Army railed at the Church's failure 
to awaken his interest in her world- 
enterprise. 


His statement is a stern indict- 
ment of the Church's former pro- 
gram of missionary education. 


A Boy's IGNORANCE A Man's Bias 


Not long ago a western editor 
remarked that his conception of 
missions was scarcely more intelli- 
gent than it was when he was a 
child—-““a strange sort of monster 
that gobbled up all his bright 
pennies." That man was abso- 
lutely staggered when he heard of 
our Centenary program of 
$80,000,000. His trouble was that 
he had the wrong start. He was 
taught in Sunday School to look at 
missions from the penny angle 
alone, and he cannot readjust his 
perspective at this late day. He 
will go on thinking of missions in 
terms of pennies. 


ALL Too COMMON 


These are not exceptions. Too 
large is the number of so-called 
Christian people who, like the 
wounded Britisher and the western 
editor, have reached mature years 
without catching a glimpse of the 
Kingdom coming in the hearts of 

o 2 


-Ar - 


all men everywhere. Under the 
poverty-stricken educational plans 
of the past, boy and girl could grow 
from Cradle Roll to Adult Depart- 
ment and never lend sympathetic 
ear to the pitiful call of a Christ- 
less but Christ-seeking world— 
never get any overpowering incen- 
tive to answer that call in deeds 
of brotherhood. 


FACTS 


Comment is easy, opinions are 
cheap, but facts are irresistible. 
And plain, bald facts reinforce the 
indictment already urged against 
the Church's laggard program of 
missionary education. | 

Search as you will, from one end 
of our great denomination to the 
other, you cannot find one church 
that gives twenty-five cents per 
member per week for the exten- 
sion of the Kingdom in the world. 

But you will find 13,317 Metho- 
dist Episcopal churches giving less 
than a two-cent postage stamp per 
member per week to the "appor- 
tioned benevolences. 
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If you look into the working of 
our 36,302 Sunday Schools, you 
will find that less than one-third of 
them have any sort of organization 
to inform their members about the 
Church's task at home and afar. 
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Cast your eye back over the 
years since 1869 (that being the 
first year for which we have the 
statistics), and you will see that 
our Sunday School missionary 
offering has remained practically 
at a standstill for a half-century. 
'The total annual gift has increased 
by leaps and bounds; but so has 
the membership. The Sunday 
Schools were giving ten cents per 
member to missions in 1869; they 
pushed it up to seventeen cents 
per member by 1888; and last 
year we gave only fifteen cents 
per member. This is no attempt to 
disparage the fine achievement of 
our Sunday Schools in bringing 
gifts totalling $8,093,644 to mis- 
sionary coffers in these last fifty 
years. But we must face the 
bare fact that our increase in 
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membership has not been matched 
by a commensurate increase in 
missionary intelligence and en- 


thusiasm. 
x * 


* ok ook 
Ten thousand Sunday Schools, 
according to the records, gave not 
one cent, in 1917, to missions home 


or foreign. 
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE 
CENTENARY 


It is in view of these facts that 
the Centenary has unusual signi- 
ficance for the Sunday School. 

One of the world's master minds 
has said that there is not an exist- 
ing institution in the world of 
civilized humanity which cannot 
be profoundly modified or altered, | 
or abolished in a single generation, 
by wisely implanting the seeds of 
change in the mind of youth. 

[f we are to have a generation of 
Methodists whose normal interests 
and sympathies will be world- 
wide, we must begin with our boys 
and girls and teach them the full 
meaning of world-brotherhood. 


speaker at the Edinburgh World 
Missionary Conference said: 

“It is my candid judgment that 
twenty-five years of sane, systema- 
tic missionary instruction in our 
Sunday Schools will multiply by 
millions the money poured into 
the treasuries of our missionary 
boards and increase tenfold the 
number of missionaries who are 
carrying the Gospel to those who. 
need it in the home land and in 
foreign countries.” 

This is the challenge of the Cen- 
tenary to the Sunday School; it 
furnishes the most hopeful oppor- 
tunity of years to bring our youth 
face to face with the great respon- 
sibility that confronts the Chris- 
tian Church. The Sunday Schools 
are the roots of the Church; the 
young life, the sap feeding the 
plant. A plant may die above 
ground, and yet, having sturdy 
roots, survive; but the plant that 
dies at the roots is dead for all 
time. As we mould the Sunday 
School today, we fashion the 
Church of tomorrow. The charac- 
ter of the Church for the coming 
quarter-century—whether it is to 
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be missionary and progressive or 
parochial and stagnant—depends 
on the character we give our Sun- 
day Schools today. 

THE OPPORTUNITY 

The Missionary Centenary with 
its church - wide appeal for 
$80,000,000, of which the Sunday 
School is to raise $10,000,000, 
affords the opportunity we need 
for an earnest movement of mis- 
sionary education in the Sunday 
School. Raise the money we can, 
and raise the money we must, but 
the great opportunity of the Cen- 
tenary is the raising of a generation 
of Methodists who are whole- 
heartedly committed to the World 
Program of Jesus Christ. 

THE PLAN 

The Centenary plan for the 
Sunday School includes the follow- 
ing important features: 

(1) An efficient missionary or- 
ganization; 

(2) An adequate program of 
missionary instruction, based on 
the monthly Centenary programs; 

(3) Acceptance of the Centen- 
ary quota for the school, and an 
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every member canvass for mis- 
sions, with emphasis on regular 
giving (if possible, on a weekly 
basis, through the use of the Cen- 
tenary envelopes) ; 
(4) A graded program of ser- 
vice-activities; and 
(5) Continuous training in pray- 
er. | 
For information concerning 
these matters, write to | 


THE BOARD OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


58 East Washington Street 
Chicago, Illinois 


